English Lesson: The Ultimate Gift

A Persuasive-Writing Activity

Concepts

¢  Encouraging othersto beorgan and tissuedonorsisaworthwhilegod giventheimbadance
between thesupply of donated organsand the number of peoplewaiting for alife-saving

organtransplant.

e Writingaletter tofriendsor loved onesthat issupported by well-researched pointsand
writteninapersuas ve manner can help convincethemto bedonors.

Overview

Studentsread atrue story about afamily’sdecision to donate aloved one' sorgansand
thereactionsof thisdonor family and thefamily of oneof therecipients. Studentsdo a
persuasive-writing activity by writing to afriend or loved oneto encourage him or her to
sign up to be an organ and tissue donor.

| ngtructional Objectives

By writing apersuasiveletter encouraging afriend or loved oneto bean organ and tissue .
donor, studentswill show an understanding of— Materials

Black-line Masters

e Student Packet (4.9)
e Scoring Rubric (4.10)

¢ howtousewrittenlanguageto accomplish apurposeandto communicateeffectively with
aspecificaudience.
¢ howtoconduct research onanissueby gathering, eva uating, and synthes zing datafroma

variety of sourcesto communicatether ideasinaway that suitstheir purposeand audi-
ence,

¢ issuessurrounding thedecisionto becomean organ and tissuedonor.
Asessment

¢ Digributecopiesof the scoring rubricto sudentswhenyou present theass gnment and
carefully review thisrubricwith them. Suggest thet they usetherubricto assesstheir own
work.

e Usethisrubrictoassessstudents work or consider having sudentsusetherubricto peer-
evaduaeaclassmaesletter.

Decision: Donation 81



82 Decision: Donation



English Lesson: The Ultimate Gift Sudent Packet

Inthislesson you will:

e Readatruestory about afamily’sdecisonto donatealoved one sorgansand thereactionsof thisdonor
family andthefamily of oneof therecipients.

o Wiriteapersuasveletter toafriend or loved oneencouraging himor her tosign up tobean organandtissue
donor.

Background

Thefollowing story istrue. It isbased on astory that appeared at www.organdonor.gov, asite sponsored
by theU. S. Department of Health and Human Services and dedicated to the promotion of organ and
tissuedonation.

A Taleof Two Families

Gloria—TheRecipient

Inthefall of 1992, Gloriawasan active 37-year-old wife and working mother of two small children. When
ongoing fatigue sent her to the doctor, shewas surethat shewasjust “ stressed out.” So, Gloriawas
amazed when her doctor reported that her blood work indicated the possibility of hepatitis. Gloriawastold
to go home and rest; sheleft work early and went hometo take anap.

Weekslater, Gloriaawokefrom acomato discover shehad anew liver. “| wasangry and frustrated when

| woke. | thought someone had taken my liver and givenit away. | wasin ahospital, and | knew nothing
about how or why | wasthere! My husband’shair had turned gray. My mother looked 10 yearsolder. |
learned that my children had been told their mother was not coming home. Then camethegrief asl redized
that someone’ sdeath had made my new liver availablefor transplant. And as| looked at my family’ sfaces,
their pain, I knew that somewhere another family wasgoing through the samething . . . and | grieved for
them.”

Bobby—Thedonor

Theweek before Thanksgiving, 1992, Bobby collapsed at work with abrain aneurysm—aruptureina
blood vessel inthebrain. Hiswife, Suzi, and their children, Mdissaand Matt, rushedtohissideat a
hospital just afew milesfromwhere Glorialay inacoma. AsBobby was being prepared for surgery,
another aneurysm destroyed hisbrain stem, causing hisdeath. Offered the option of donation, Suzi found
comfort intheideathat Bobby “would bewalking with ussomewhereonthisearth.” Sixteen-year-old
Melissaopposed theidea. But after imagining that another girl’ sfather might be helped, Melissareconsid-
ered and thefamily consented to donation.
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English Lesson: The Ultimate Gift Student Packet
Ther Sory

Monthslater, Melissawroteto therecipientsof her father’sorgans, using only her first name. The organ procure-
ment organi zation that had hel ped coordinate the donation of her father’sorgansa so arranged the ddlivery of the
lettersin order to protect Melissa sprivacy and that of therecipients.

Melissareceived only oneresponse—aletter from Gloria, therecipient of her dad’sliver. Melissaand Suzi were
moved by thewarmth and sensitivity of Gloria sletter. Melissaand Gloriacontinued to correspond, but had no plans
to meet. Fateintervened the day both families attended aceremony honoring donor families. Suzi recognized Gloria,
whose picture and story had appeared in abrochure. Suzi gathered up her family and walked forward to meet
Gloriaand her family. Inaway, Gloria sfamily had becomeapart of her family’slifethreeyearsearlier when Gloria
became arecipient of one of Bobby’sorgans.

Intheyearssince Gloriaand Suzi met, they have spoken together many times of the benefits of donation and trans-
plantation—in both public and private presentations. Often, they hold handsasthey talk. Gloriahastold Suzi of her
grief over Suzi’slossand her intention to be sure sheisdeserving of Bobby’sgift. Suzi saysthat her grief “turnedto
joy when| discovered that my husband’s death was not final but had given five peopleachancetolive.”

In her first letter to Gloria, Melissahad written that she hoped one of her dad’s organshad goneto achild who
could now liveto grow up. Melissanow understandsthat the gift that saved Gloria slifead so* saved” thelivesof
Gloria schildren, son Arylon and daughter Aquia, who, at ages9 and 6, came so closeto losing their mother. Gloria
and her family attended M dlissa’ swedding, and have since cel ebrated with Suzi the birth of Mdissa'slittle boy,
Robert.

Procedure

1. Having read thistrue story about the experiencesof adonor family and arecipient family, your task istowriteapersua
sveletter toafriend or loved oneto convincehim or her to sgn up to bean organ and tissuedonor. Your letter should
be oneor two doubl e-gpaced pagesand shouldincludethefol lowing:

e Anopening datement that clearly satestheissueand your postion onthisissue. Severd paragrgphsthat include
Specificevidence, examples, and Sati sticsabout organ and tissue donati on organi zed inameaningful way. Each
sentencemust bereated to thetopic and to the sentencebeforeit. Avoid broad generdi zationsand stereotyping of
any kind. Sourcesof information should bevaried and stated inyour |etter.

e A minimumof threelnternet Stesthat contain compelling information on organ and tissuedonation should belisted.
Inaddition, includealink to theweb page of www.organdonor.gov that containsadonor card.

¢ A conclusoninwhichthetopicisrestated and theoneor twomost compeling argumentsaresummarized. Thisis

thelast chanceintheletter to convinceyour friend or loved oneto bean organ and tissuedonor. Nothing new
should beaddedintheconclusion.

2. Duedatesareasfollows:

: Draft of persuasiveletter : Final copy
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English Lesson: TheUltimate Gift Scoring Rubric

Pur poseof assignment:

Writeapersuasiveletter that convincesafriend or loved oneto sign up to bean organ and tissue donor.

A thoroughly devel oped persuasiveletter thet fulfillsthe purposeby induding thefollowing:

avdid, dearly focused, andwell-definedissue

relevant, sufficient, documented support from severa vaid sources, including at leest three Internet sources
preciseorganization of evidenceandimplicationsto enhancepurpose

effectiveuseof gppropriatetechnology toolsfor research, andys's, and communication

careful atentionto audienceunderganding andinterest

effectiveformand sequence

4 points

A wedll-devel oped persuag veletter thet fulfill sthe purposeby including thefollowing:

avaid, focusedissue

relevant, specific, documented support from valid sources, including at |east threel nternet sources
effectiveorganization of evidenceandimplicationsto achieve purpose

sufficient useof appropriatetechnology toolsfor research, andyd's, and communication
atentionto audienceknowledgeand interest

suitableformand sequence

3 paints

Anincompleteor oversmplified persuiasivel eter that only adequatdly fulfillsthepurposeby induding:

avdidissue

irrdlevant, inconclusivesupport fromlimited sources, indudesfewer than threel nternet sources
incong sent organization of evidenceandimplications

insufficient useof gppropriatetechnol ogy toolsfor research, andys's, and communication
condderation of audienceawarenessand interest

ingppropriateform and sequence

2 points

A poorly-written, inadequate essay/presentation thet fail stofulfill the purposeind uding only thefollowing:

anunfocusedor invaidissue

incomplete, irrdlevant support; internet sourcesnot listed

undlear organization of evidenceandimplications

alack of gppropriatetechnology toolsfor research, andys's, and communication
aweak senseof audienceawarenessandinterest

incons stent, unclear formand sequence

1 point
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